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Building Vocabulary Skills, Fourth Edition, provides an answer 
to a problem that many students have: they simply don’t know 
enough words. This book will help you truly master 300 impor-
tant words and word parts. You will see and use these words in 
a number of different—and interesting—contexts. By working 
actively with the materials in this book, you are sure to expand 
your word base.

Why study vocabulary?

● Vocabulary is a basic part of reading comprehension. If you don’t know 
enough words, you will have trouble understanding what you read.

● Vocabulary is a major part of almost every standardized test. The more  
words you know, the better you are likely to do on such important tests.

● Studies show that students with strong vocabularies do better in school. 
And one study even found that the most common factor among people with 
rewarding careers was a good vocabulary.

● A good vocabulary is vital in today’s world. An increasing number of jobs 
involve providing services or processing information. More than ever, words 
are the tools of our trade. The more words you know, the more success you 
are likely to achieve.

The facts are in. 

 A solid vocabulary is a source of power. Words can make you a better 
reader, writer, speaker, thinker, and learner. They can dramatically increase 
your chances of success in school and at work. This book provides an 
attractive and effective program of regular word study that can help enrich 
your vocabulary—and enrich your life as well. 

TOWNSEND PRESS
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Improving Vocabulary Skills, Fourth Edition, provides an 
answer to a problem that many students have: they simply don’t 
know enough words. This book will help you truly master 300 
important words and word parts. You will see and use these 
words in a number of different—and interesting—contexts. By 
working actively with the materials in this book, you are sure to 
expand your word base.

Why study vocabulary?

● Vocabulary is a basic part of reading comprehension. If you don’t know 
enough words, you will have trouble understanding what you read.

● Vocabulary is a major part of almost every standardized test. The more  
words you know, the better you are likely to do on such important tests.

● Studies show that students with strong vocabularies do better in school. 
And one study even found that the most common factor among people with 
rewarding careers was a good vocabulary.

● A good vocabulary is vital in today’s world. An increasing number of jobs 
involve providing services or processing information. More than ever, words 
are the tools of our trade. The more words you know, the more success you 
are likely to achieve.

The facts are in. 

 A solid vocabulary is a source of power. Words can make you a better 
reader, writer, speaker, thinker, and learner. They can dramatically increase 
your chances of success in school and at work. This book provides an 
attractive and effective program of regular word study that can help enrich 
your vocabulary—and enrich your life as well. 
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S E C O N D  E D I T I O N

Advancing Vocabulary Skills, Fourth Edition, provides an 
answer to a problem that many students have: they simply don’t 
know enough words. This book will help you truly master 300 
important words and word parts. You will see and use these 
words in a number of different—and interesting—contexts. By 
working actively with the materials in this book, you are sure to 
expand your word base.

Why study vocabulary?

● Vocabulary is a basic part of reading comprehension. If you don’t know 
enough words, you will have trouble understanding what you read.

● Vocabulary is a major part of almost every standardized test. The more  
words you know, the better you are likely to do on such important tests.

● Studies show that students with strong vocabularies do better in school. 
And one study even found that the most common factor among people with 
rewarding careers was a good vocabulary.

● A good vocabulary is vital in today’s world. An increasing number of jobs 
involve providing services or processing information. More than ever, words 
are the tools of our trade. The more words you know, the more success you 
are likely to achieve.

The facts are in. 

 A solid vocabulary is a source of power. Words can make you a better 
reader, writer, speaker, thinker, and learner. They can dramatically increase 
your chances of success in school and at work. This book provides an 
attractive and effective program of regular word study that can help enrich 
your vocabulary—and enrich your life as well. 

TOWNSEND PRESS
439 Kelley Drive
West Berlin, NJ 08091-9164
1-800-772-6410
Fax: 1-800-225-8894
www.townsendpress.com

Sherrie L
. N

ist        
T

O
W

N
SE

N
D

 P
R

E
SS

A
d

vA
n

c
in

g
  v

o
c

A
b

u
l

A
r

y  Sk
illS, 4/e

AV4e_cover_finalrev3_SE.indd   1 7/23/09   12:41:48 PM

NOW UNTIL JUNE 2014



Townsend Press  •  www.townsendpress.com  •  800-772-6410

The problem is a familiar one: students don’t know enough words. Vocabulary Plus 
can help you change that!  

WHAT’S VOCABULARY PLUS?
Vocabulary Plus is a major upgrade to TP’s Learning Center that brings ALL the content of TP’s famously clear, user-
friendly Vocabulary Series directly to your tablet, smartphone, or computer.  With Vocabulary Plus, students can access 
the entire TP Vocabulary Series online—without need for books or paper.

Vocabulary Plus includes the 
content of six powerful, proven, 
Common Core-aligned texts that 
teach more than 1,700 essential 
words for students in middle 
school through college.

Subscriptions cost less than the 
price of a single printed text! 

Advancing Vocabulary Skills, Fourth Edition, provides an 
answer to a problem that many students have: they simply don’t 
know enough words. This book will help you truly master 300 
important words and word parts. You will see and use these 
words in a number of different—and interesting—contexts. By 
working actively with the materials in this book, you are sure to 
expand your word base.

Why study vocabulary?

● Vocabulary is a basic part of reading comprehension. If you don’t know 
enough words, you will have trouble understanding what you read.

● Vocabulary is a major part of almost every standardized test. The more  
words you know, the better you are likely to do on such important tests.

● Studies show that students with strong vocabularies do better in school. 
And one study even found that the most common factor among people with 
rewarding careers was a good vocabulary.

● A good vocabulary is vital in today’s world. An increasing number of jobs 
involve providing services or processing information. More than ever, words 
are the tools of our trade. The more words you know, the more success you 
are likely to achieve.

The facts are in. 

 A solid vocabulary is a source of power. Words can make you a better 
reader, writer, speaker, thinker, and learner. They can dramatically increase 
your chances of success in school and at work. This book provides an 
attractive and effective program of regular word study that can help enrich 
your vocabulary—and enrich your life as well. 
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S E C O N D  E D I T I O N

Building Vocabulary Skills, Fourth Edition, provides an answer 
to a problem that many students have: they simply don’t know 
enough words. This book will help you truly master 300 impor-
tant words and word parts. You will see and use these words in 
a number of different—and interesting—contexts. By working 
actively with the materials in this book, you are sure to expand 
your word base.

Why study vocabulary?

● Vocabulary is a basic part of reading comprehension. If you don’t know 
enough words, you will have trouble understanding what you read.

● Vocabulary is a major part of almost every standardized test. The more  
words you know, the better you are likely to do on such important tests.

● Studies show that students with strong vocabularies do better in school. 
And one study even found that the most common factor among people with 
rewarding careers was a good vocabulary.

● A good vocabulary is vital in today’s world. An increasing number of jobs 
involve providing services or processing information. More than ever, words 
are the tools of our trade. The more words you know, the more success you 
are likely to achieve.

The facts are in. 

 A solid vocabulary is a source of power. Words can make you a better 
reader, writer, speaker, thinker, and learner. They can dramatically increase 
your chances of success in school and at work. This book provides an 
attractive and effective program of regular word study that can help enrich 
your vocabulary—and enrich your life as well. 
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Improving Vocabulary Skills, Fourth Edition, provides an 
answer to a problem that many students have: they simply don’t 
know enough words. This book will help you truly master 300 
important words and word parts. You will see and use these 
words in a number of different—and interesting—contexts. By 
working actively with the materials in this book, you are sure to 
expand your word base.

Why study vocabulary?

● Vocabulary is a basic part of reading comprehension. If you don’t know 
enough words, you will have trouble understanding what you read.

● Vocabulary is a major part of almost every standardized test. The more  
words you know, the better you are likely to do on such important tests.

● Studies show that students with strong vocabularies do better in school. 
And one study even found that the most common factor among people with 
rewarding careers was a good vocabulary.

● A good vocabulary is vital in today’s world. An increasing number of jobs 
involve providing services or processing information. More than ever, words 
are the tools of our trade. The more words you know, the more success you 
are likely to achieve.

The facts are in. 

 A solid vocabulary is a source of power. Words can make you a better 
reader, writer, speaker, thinker, and learner. They can dramatically increase 
your chances of success in school and at work. This book provides an 
attractive and effective program of regular word study that can help enrich 
your vocabulary—and enrich your life as well. 

TOWNSEND PRESS
439 Kelley Drive
West Berlin, NJ 08091-9164
1-800-772-6410
Fax: 1-800-225-8894
www.townsendpress.com

Sherrie L
. N

ist         IN
ST

R
U

C
T

O
R

’S  E
D

IT
IO

N
        

T
O

W
N

SE
N

D
 P

R
E

SS
IM

P
R

O
V

IN
G

  V
O

c
a

b
u

l
a

R
y  Sk

IllS, 4/e

IV4e_cover_finalrev4_SE.indd   1 7/27/09   11:11:18 PM

All this online content is FREE 
now through June 2014.
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WELCOME TO THE  LEARNING CENTER
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more than 27,000 educators and 1 million students.
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ACCLAIMED 
CONTENT
Thousands of assignments and tens
of thousands of items carefully
crafted to help students learn.

INTEGRATED 
MASTERY TESTS
Online activities are followed by an
array of our famously-clear Mastery
Tests.

ELECTRONIC 
SUPPLEMENTS
Including Study Guides for our
novels and Instructor Editions &
PowerPoint files for our texts. (for
instructors only)



NEW! 
VOCABULARY PLUS
A paperless, subscription-based
version of our Vocabulary Series.
Includes integrated eBooks!

EXCLUSIVE 
WEB RESOURCES
Video lessons and extra online
readings which can be added to any
class to extend learning.

FREE 
AUDIOBOOKS
Free downloadable or streaming
audiobooks of our popular Bluford
Series novels. (for instructors only)



CUSTOMIZABLE 
SETTINGS
Assignments, tests, and item settings
are flexible and can easily be
optimized for any student or class.

ONLINE 
ASSESSMENTS
Our College Reading Tests and
Vocabulary Placement Test assess
students and help guide instruction.

SCORE AND PROGRESS 
REPORTING
Individual and group scores are kept
and can be exported. Progress data
is also readily available.

SIGN UP TODAY
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WHAT’S INCLUDED IN 
VOCABULARY PLUS? 

Everything in our books PLUS more. 
With a subscription to Vocabulary Plus, 
students gain access to all these NEW 
features:

■	 Integrated eBooks: A subscription to Vocabulary 
Plus includes eBooks of all six texts in the TP Vocabulary 
Series. If you prefer the layout of a book and want to 
refer to content of a specific page, you can do so with a 
click. With Vocabulary Plus, the entire Vocabulary Series 
is at your fingertips!

 Everything Scores

Vocabulary Basics Plus  Help

eBook Reader

Vocabulary Basics, 2e
Judith Nadell, Beth Johnson, 2011

260 pages

Assignments

Introduction 
 To the Student
 Pronunciation Guide

Unit One

Chapter 1: The Nose Knows 
 Learning Eight New Words
 Matching Words with Definitions
 Sentence Check 1: Adding One Word to an Item
 Sentence Check 2: Adding Two Words to an Item
 Showing You Understand the Words
 Final Check: Adding Words to a Reading
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2

Chapter 2: Feeling Blue 
 Learning Eight New Words
 Matching Words with Definitions
 Sentence Check 1: Adding One Word to a Sentence
 Sentence Check 2: Adding Two Words to an Item
 Showing You Understand the Words
 Final Check: Adding Words to a Reading
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2

Chapter 3: Ads That Lie 
 Learning Eight New Words
 Matching Words with Definitions
 Sentence Check 1: Adding One Word to a Sentence
 Sentence Check 2: Adding Two Words to an Item
 Showing You Understand the Words
 Final Check: Adding Words to a Reading
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2

Chapter 4: An Upsetting Dream 
 Learning Eight New Words
 Matching Words with Definitions
 Sentence Check 1: Adding One Word to a Sentence
 Sentence Check 2: Adding Two Words to an Item
 Showing You Understand the Words
 Final Check: Adding Words to a Reading
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2
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 Learning Center

■	 Expanded Chapter Exercises for the six books 
in our Vocabulary Series. Depending on the titles, this 
includes anywhere from 6-8 interactive, instructive 
activities per chapter! Each includes item-specific 
feedback that helps students learn their new words.

 Townsend Press
Learning Center
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 Manage Materials Student View Support Admin 

 Everything Scores

Groundwork for a Better Vocabulary Plus  Help

eBook Reader

Groundwork for a Better
Vocabulary, 4e
Beth Johnson, Janet M.
Goldstein, 2011

262 pages

Assignments

Introduction 
 To the Student
 Pronunciation Guide

Unit One

Chapter 1: Johnny Appleseed 
 Ten Words in Context
 Matching Words with Definitions
 Sentence Check 1
 Sentence Check 2
 Word Work
 Word Parts
 Final Check
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2

Chapter 2: Finding Fault 
 Ten Words in Context
 Matching Words with Definitions
 Sentence Check 1
 Sentence Check 2
 Word Work
 Synonyms and Antonyms
 Final Check
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2

Chapter 3: Fixing Up Furniture 
 Ten Words in Context
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Unit Three Review 
 Unit Three: Review
 Test 1
 Test 2
 Test 3

Unit Four

Chapter 16: A Mismatched Couple 
 Ten Words in Context
 Matching Words with Definitions
 Sentence Check 1
 Sentence Check 2
 Word Work
 Word Parts
 Final Check
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2

Chapter 17: The Famous Detective 
 Ten Words in Context
 Matching Words with Definitions
 Sentence Check 1
 Sentence Check 2
 Word Work
 Synonyms and Antonyms
 Final Check
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2

Chapter 18: Fear of Speaking 
 Ten Words in Context
 Matching Words with Definitions
 Sentence Check 1
 Sentence Check 2
 Word Work
 Word Parts
 Final Check
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2
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■	 Word Parts Chapters that teach prefixes, suffixes, 
and word roots. Students who learn these word parts 
will be better equipped to decipher the meanings of 
thousands of other words in which they appear.
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 Building Vocabulary Skills Plus

Chapter 12: Coping with Snow (Word Parts)
Word Parts in Context



Figure out the meaning of the word part by looking
closely and carefully at the context in which it appears.
Then click on the meaning closest to that of the word
part.

The word part anti- means

Question 1. anti-
Antifreeze prevents the water in a car radiator
from freezing.
Many students in the 1960s who disapproved of
the United States’ involvement in the Vietnam
War took part in antiwar marches.

An antibullying sign.

©
 Tow

nsend Press

a. for.  

b. against.  

c. two.  

0 of 0 answers correct in 0m 27s.

 Learning Center

■	 Unit Reviews including crossword puzzles, 
analogies, and synonym and antonym activities adapted 
from the printed books. 

 Townsend Press
Learning Center
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 Vocabulary Basics Plus

Unit Two Review
Unit Two: Completing a Crossword Puzzle #1

The box at the right lists twenty-four words from Unit Two. Using the clues at the bottom of the page, fill in these
words to complete the puzzle that follows.
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ability approach avoid capable
careless damp excuse furious
helpless ignore include intend
loyal normal numerous observe
opportunity previous require resist
respect reverse sociable struggle

Across

4. To pay no attention

Down

1. Unable to take care of oneself
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■	 Sentence Writing Activities, new for Vocabulary 
Plus, allow students to compose sentences to show their 
understanding of newly-learned words. Instructors can 
easily review and score these sentences online. 

Practice Lab
3 days ago

Advancing Vocabulary Skills Plus
Ch. 1: Writing Sentences

No Credit Half Credit Full Credit

No Credit Half Credit Full Credit

No Credit Half Credit Full Credit

No Credit Half Credit Full Credit

No Credit Half Credit Full Credit

No Credit Half Credit Full Credit

No Credit Half Credit Full Credit

No Credit Half Credit Full Credit

Stephen Farmer

1. detriment

Opponents of casino gambling claim that it is a
detriment to society at large.

2. dexterous

They praised her dexterous handling of the crisis.

3. discretion

Each artist in the gallery has discretion over the price
that will be charged for his or her work.

4. facetious

A facetious and tasteless remark about people in
famine-stricken countries being spared the problem of
overeating.

5. gregarious

My dog is very gregarious, making friends wherever he
goes.

6. optimum

The optimum temperature for me is 75.

7. ostentatious

I think fur coats are an ostentatious article of clothing.

8. scrupulous

She was always scrupulous about her work.
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■	 Review Words: Words taught in earlier chapters 
are reinforced later as Vocabulary Review words. These 
words refresh students’ memories and help them retain 
what they learned in previous chapters. In addition, 
SAT and GRE high-frequency words are given extra 
attention—an added real-world connection!
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 Advancing Vocabulary Skills Plus

Chapter 30: Firing Our Boss
Final Check



Choose the words that best complete the sentences in the reading below. Then click "continue." Note: each word is used
once.

Firing Our Boss

My stintº in the bookkeeping department had lasted for three years when Jay Keller was brought in as department

head. I don’t expect supervisors to be pals with their subordinates, and I don’t object to being (1)  when I’ve

done something wrong. Keller’s criticism, however, was constant and harsh, and the office atmosphere seemed permeated

by his antipathyº toward us. His (2)  style made everyone in the department miserable. Keller was the

complete (3)  of Chandra Borden, our previous boss, who had been so thoughtful and solicitousº about our

needs that we all tried to (4)  her. In contrast, Keller’s mere presence could (5)  us to a point

where we could hardly add two and two.

Within a few weeks, even the most (6)  employees were becoming rebellious and starting to have

subversiveº thoughts. Our frustration and anger finally reached its (7)  when Keller loudly belittled a new

worker in front of everyone else, using such derogatoryº terms (“Stupid! Airhead!” ) that he made her cry. Furious, we

suddenly decided that our only recourseº was to go over Keller’s head—to ignore the company (8)  and, as a

group, present our vehementº denunciation of Keller directly to his boss.

Our meeting in her office began in (9) , but then we settled down and told our story, trying to be as lucidº

as possible so she could understand exactly what had been going on. We concluded with the contentionº that ours was a

deeply troubled department and that if Keller stayed, the (10)  for it was not good: everyone else would quit.

That was Friday afternoon. On Monday morning, our spontaneousº action proved to be successful: we had a new boss.

0 of 0 answers correct in 0m 59s.

Continue

Vocabulary Review

derogatory (adjective):
Expressing a low opinion;
belittling

This word was introduced in
chapter 28.

Note: This word is also likely to
appear on the SAT or GRE!

■	 Audio and Visual Support: Each vocabulary 
word in Vocabulary Plus includes a pronunciation guide 
AND an audio link of the word being spoken. Click a 
word, and Vocabulary Plus will pronounce it for you. In 
addition, pictures are used to introduce many words. 
This visual context helps students better understand and 
remember vocabulary words.  See for yourself! 
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 Vocabulary Basics Plus

Chapter 1: The Nose Knows
Learning Eight New Words



Click on the meaning closest to that of the boldfaced
word. Use the other words (the context) in each
sentence to help you figure out the word’s meaning.

Curious means

Question 3. curious  (kyoorkyoor-ee-uhss) -adjective
Lin’s son is so curious about what she got him
for his birthday that he asks her questions about
it all day long.
Scientists are curious people—they want to
know how nature works.



A curious kitten

Photo: Julian C
antarelli

a. not interested.  

b. angry.  

c. full of questions.  

2 of 2 answers correct in 11m
52s.
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■	 Intuitive Controls: People who use our Learning 
Center remark about how user-friendly it is. Vocabulary 
Plus is just as simple to use. Try it today!
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 Shortcuts

The following shortcuts provide easy access to frequently used Learning Center features.

Start-Up
Tools  

Classes &
Assignments  

Manage
Students  

Ungraded
Assignments  

Scores
Reports

 We’re Eager for Feedback!

The Learning Center has changed a lot recently. We’ve reorganized the site, added thousands
of new items, given it a mobile friendly design, created an online textbook reader, and made
our new Vocabulary Plus product available for free during an open beta period.

If you have any comments, problems, questions, or suggestions, please contact us.
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 Latest News

January 27, 2014
Learning Center Gets New Look and New
Features Details »

January 23, 2014
New Online Tests Added to Vocabulary
Basics and Groundwork for a Better
Vocabulary. Details »

January 14, 2014
Available Now: Online Assignments for
The Advanced Reading-Writing
Connection Details »

See more stories »



The Learning Center currently includes resources for these Townsend Press publications:

Reading Series » The Bluford Series »

TP Vocabulary Series » The Townsend Library »

Motivational Texts » The King School Series »

■	 Detailed Score Reports: Teachers using 
Vocabulary Plus will be able to view precise details 
about class progress. This includes the actual items 
students complete, the correct answers for each item 
(with explanations), and the answer choices students 
submitted. This useful data allows you to focus class time 
on the specific skills that are challenging to students.

02/10/2014
2:59 PM EST

Reading-Writing Connection - Test Details
for Practice Lab

02/10/2014
2:59 PM EST

Chapter 1: Vocabulary Development for Reading and Writing
Exercise 2

Scores Summary

Student Name Grade

Chandra, Nathan 100

Farmer, Jill 40

Nelson, Chris 100

Tilde, Katherine 0

Average 60

Question and Answers

1. The election campaign got very ugly, with each candidate DENOUNCING the other as a liar and a cheat.

Answer Options

a. accepting

b. condemning

c. admiring

The correct answer is b, condemning.

Explanation
If each candidate is calling the other a liar and a cheat, each is condemning the other.

Student Answers

Chandra, Nathan b

Farmer, Jill a

Nelson, Chris b

Tilde, Katherine <blank>

2. The new student’s OVERT cheating shocked everyone. He stared at people’s answers during exams, and
asked to copy their old research papers.

Answer Options

a. open

b. hidden

c. accidental

The correct answer is a, open.

Explanation
A student who stares at people’s answers during exams and who asks to copy their research papers is very
open about his cheating.

Student Answers

Chandra, Nathan a

Farmer, Jill a

Nelson, Chris a

Tilde, Katherine <blank>

3. The novelist claims all characters in her book are FICTITIOUS, but she’s being sued by a senator who
believes she based one character on him.

Answer Options

a. well-written

b. admirable

c. made-up

The correct answer is c.

Explanation
If the character is based on the senator, the character is not made-up.

Student Answers

Chandra, Nathan c

Farmer, Jill a

Nelson, Chris c

Tilde, Katherine <blank>

■	 Enhanced Items: Items in Vocabulary Plus take 
advantage of new, upgraded technical capabilities. 
Sentence Check 2 and Final Check, for example, now 
offer more challenging answer choices. In addition, 
Vocabulary in Context items now provide students with 
two context sentences to help them infer each word’s 
meaning at the start of the chapter.

■	 Online Tests: Two online tests, unique to the web 
and not found in our texts, are available for each chapter 
in Vocabulary Plus. With these tests, Vocabulary Plus 
actually offers more content than our books! 
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Chapter 14: The Mad Monk 
 Vocabulary in Context
 Matching Words with Definitions
 Sentence Check 1
 Sentence Check 2
 Final Check
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2
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 Online Test 2

Chapter 30: My Sister's Date 
 Vocabulary in Context
 Matching Words with Definitions
 Sentence Check 1
 Sentence Check 2
 Final Check
 Writing Sentences
 Online Test 1
 Online Test 2

Unit Five Review 
 Unit Five: Review
 Test 1
 Test 2
 Test 3
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Simply pick the option that best suits your students.

DOES VOCABULARY PLUS  REPLACE THE PRINTED VOCABULARY SERIES?

Only if YOU want it to! At Townsend Press, we very much believe printed books have a place. However, we also 
recognize that educators need options when selecting materials for students.

With Vocabulary Plus, you now have three ways to use the Vocabulary Series. 

The Print/Traditional Approach: 

This solution involves assigning printed books and 
supplements directly to your students. Countless 
students have successfully learned this way, and it 
still works!

Cost: $11.90 per book per student (price of a long 
version text)

The Hybrid Approach: 

This solution combines the printed books and the 
free online exercises in the Learning Center. It 
gives students a blended learning experience that 
is part print, part electronic. 

Cost: $11.90 per student (price of a long version 
text)

The Electronic Approach: Vocabulary Plus
This option takes advantage of web-based 
technology to give students a fresh new way to 
complete their vocabulary work. It allows schools 
and colleges to move away from print, and it gives 
students flexibility to work as part of a class OR 
individually at their own pace.  

Cost: $10 per student (for a ten-month 
subscription) 

Advancing Vocabulary Skills, Fourth Edition, provides an 
answer to a problem that many students have: they simply don’t 
know enough words. This book will help you truly master 300 
important words and word parts. You will see and use these 
words in a number of different—and interesting—contexts. By 
working actively with the materials in this book, you are sure to 
expand your word base.

Why study vocabulary?

● Vocabulary is a basic part of reading comprehension. If you don’t know 
enough words, you will have trouble understanding what you read.

● Vocabulary is a major part of almost every standardized test. The more  
words you know, the better you are likely to do on such important tests.

● Studies show that students with strong vocabularies do better in school. 
And one study even found that the most common factor among people with 
rewarding careers was a good vocabulary.

● A good vocabulary is vital in today’s world. An increasing number of jobs 
involve providing services or processing information. More than ever, words 
are the tools of our trade. The more words you know, the more success you 
are likely to achieve.

The facts are in. 

 A solid vocabulary is a source of power. Words can make you a better 
reader, writer, speaker, thinker, and learner. They can dramatically increase 
your chances of success in school and at work. This book provides an 
attractive and effective program of regular word study that can help enrich 
your vocabulary—and enrich your life as well. 

TOWNSEND PRESS
439 Kelley Drive
West Berlin, NJ 08091-9164
1-800-772-6410
Fax: 1-800-225-8894
www.townsendpress.com
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S E C O N D  E D I T I O N

Building Vocabulary Skills, Fourth Edition, provides an answer 
to a problem that many students have: they simply don’t know 
enough words. This book will help you truly master 300 impor-
tant words and word parts. You will see and use these words in 
a number of different—and interesting—contexts. By working 
actively with the materials in this book, you are sure to expand 
your word base.

Why study vocabulary?

● Vocabulary is a basic part of reading comprehension. If you don’t know 
enough words, you will have trouble understanding what you read.

● Vocabulary is a major part of almost every standardized test. The more  
words you know, the better you are likely to do on such important tests.

● Studies show that students with strong vocabularies do better in school. 
And one study even found that the most common factor among people with 
rewarding careers was a good vocabulary.

● A good vocabulary is vital in today’s world. An increasing number of jobs 
involve providing services or processing information. More than ever, words 
are the tools of our trade. The more words you know, the more success you 
are likely to achieve.

The facts are in. 

 A solid vocabulary is a source of power. Words can make you a better 
reader, writer, speaker, thinker, and learner. They can dramatically increase 
your chances of success in school and at work. This book provides an 
attractive and effective program of regular word study that can help enrich 
your vocabulary—and enrich your life as well. 

TOWNSEND PRESS
439 Kelley Drive
West Berlin, NJ 08091-9164
1-800-772-6410
Fax: 1-800-225-8894
www.townsendpress.com
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Improving Vocabulary Skills, Fourth Edition, provides an 
answer to a problem that many students have: they simply don’t 
know enough words. This book will help you truly master 300 
important words and word parts. You will see and use these 
words in a number of different—and interesting—contexts. By 
working actively with the materials in this book, you are sure to 
expand your word base.

Why study vocabulary?

● Vocabulary is a basic part of reading comprehension. If you don’t know 
enough words, you will have trouble understanding what you read.

● Vocabulary is a major part of almost every standardized test. The more  
words you know, the better you are likely to do on such important tests.

● Studies show that students with strong vocabularies do better in school. 
And one study even found that the most common factor among people with 
rewarding careers was a good vocabulary.

● A good vocabulary is vital in today’s world. An increasing number of jobs 
involve providing services or processing information. More than ever, words 
are the tools of our trade. The more words you know, the more success you 
are likely to achieve.

The facts are in. 

 A solid vocabulary is a source of power. Words can make you a better 
reader, writer, speaker, thinker, and learner. They can dramatically increase 
your chances of success in school and at work. This book provides an 
attractive and effective program of regular word study that can help enrich 
your vocabulary—and enrich your life as well. 

TOWNSEND PRESS
439 Kelley Drive
West Berlin, NJ 08091-9164
1-800-772-6410
Fax: 1-800-225-8894
www.townsendpress.com
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Advancing Vocabulary Skills, Fourth Edition, provides an 
answer to a problem that many students have: they simply don’t 
know enough words. This book will help you truly master 300 
important words and word parts. You will see and use these 
words in a number of different—and interesting—contexts. By 
working actively with the materials in this book, you are sure to 
expand your word base.

Why study vocabulary?

● Vocabulary is a basic part of reading comprehension. If you don’t know 
enough words, you will have trouble understanding what you read.

● Vocabulary is a major part of almost every standardized test. The more  
words you know, the better you are likely to do on such important tests.

● Studies show that students with strong vocabularies do better in school. 
And one study even found that the most common factor among people with 
rewarding careers was a good vocabulary.

● A good vocabulary is vital in today’s world. An increasing number of jobs 
involve providing services or processing information. More than ever, words 
are the tools of our trade. The more words you know, the more success you 
are likely to achieve.

The facts are in. 

 A solid vocabulary is a source of power. Words can make you a better 
reader, writer, speaker, thinker, and learner. They can dramatically increase 
your chances of success in school and at work. This book provides an 
attractive and effective program of regular word study that can help enrich 
your vocabulary—and enrich your life as well. 

TOWNSEND PRESS
439 Kelley Drive
West Berlin, NJ 08091-9164
1-800-772-6410
Fax: 1-800-225-8894
www.townsendpress.com
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Building Vocabulary Skills, Fourth Edition, provides an answer 
to a problem that many students have: they simply don’t know 
enough words. This book will help you truly master 300 impor-
tant words and word parts. You will see and use these words in 
a number of different—and interesting—contexts. By working 
actively with the materials in this book, you are sure to expand 
your word base.

Why study vocabulary?

● Vocabulary is a basic part of reading comprehension. If you don’t know 
enough words, you will have trouble understanding what you read.

● Vocabulary is a major part of almost every standardized test. The more  
words you know, the better you are likely to do on such important tests.

● Studies show that students with strong vocabularies do better in school. 
And one study even found that the most common factor among people with 
rewarding careers was a good vocabulary.

● A good vocabulary is vital in today’s world. An increasing number of jobs 
involve providing services or processing information. More than ever, words 
are the tools of our trade. The more words you know, the more success you 
are likely to achieve.

The facts are in. 

 A solid vocabulary is a source of power. Words can make you a better 
reader, writer, speaker, thinker, and learner. They can dramatically increase 
your chances of success in school and at work. This book provides an 
attractive and effective program of regular word study that can help enrich 
your vocabulary—and enrich your life as well. 

TOWNSEND PRESS
439 Kelley Drive
West Berlin, NJ 08091-9164
1-800-772-6410
Fax: 1-800-225-8894
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Instructor’s Manual 
and test Bank 
to accoMpany

Janet M. GoldsteIn

IMPROVING VOCABULARY
SKILLS, 4/e
Sherrie L. Nist

READING LEVEL: 9–11

ADVANCING VOCABULARY
SKILLS, 4/e
Sherrie L. Nist

READING LEVEL: 11–13

BUILDING VOCABULARY
SKILLS, 4/e
Sherrie L. Nist

READING LEVEL: 7–9
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What Do Students Need in Order to Use Vocabulary Plus ? 
A computer, tablet device, or smartphone that has Internet access and 
a current web browser, such as Google Chrome, Apple Safari, Mozilla 
Firefox, and Microsoft Internet Explorer. Students will also need a valid 
subscription, which can be purchased online at any time from Townsend 
Press. 

How Much Does a Subscription to Vocabulary Plus Cost?  
$10 per student. This is less than the cost of a single printed text! And 
it gives users full access to electronic content that covers all six books 
in TP’s Vocabulary Series. Subscriptions last 10 months from the time 
students activate them.  

How Do I Purchase a Subscription? 
Any way you want! Individual students can buy and receive 
subscriptions directly from our website. Institutional orders can 
be placed by mail, phone, or fax using a standard purchase order. 
Bookstores can purchase Vocabulary Plus subscription kits that can be 
stocked and sold to students. In short, there’s an option for everyone.  

Can I Get a Demonstration? 
Certainly! Vocabulary Plus is available now in free public beta form. 
This means you and your students can use it for free until June 2014! 

Any more questions?
Call TP Customer Service at (888) 752–6410 or email us at cs@townsendpress.com

If you have an instructor account in our Learning Center, you have full access to Vocabulary Plus right now. 
Simply log in and click “Student View” and then select “Everything” (at the bottom of the page). You’ll see the 
full list of available assignments in the Vocabulary Series. Vocabulary Plus content is marked clearly. You can 
also assign Vocabulary Plus to your students just as you would any other textbook assignments. 

If you would like to review this material but don’t have an account, visit www.townsendpress.net and follow 
the directions to create one. Once your account has been verified, you’ll have Plus access too. 

NOW UNTIL
JUNE 2014


